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the Recantation aud Converfion of Mr. Stanley fomimm ' 
an Ians of Court Gentleman, afterwards by lewd company 
became a high-way Robber in Queen Elizabeth r reign having 
his life pardoned, he.e loaths his wicked eourfe- of life, and 

writes to King /wlhewing a meanes and remedy,how the ; 

poore of His Kingdom, may be greatly relieved, bythe means 
of work-houfes, in. all Cities; ^iket-xownes, and all able 
parifhes in the Kingdome;and how by this meanes wandring 
beeeins, idleneffe, and an untimely fhamefullena will bee 
much prevented amongft manic. Idleneffe and prodigality ; 
being the_grand caaies. ' - 7' ' 7 : 77 'w 'A 5-7 

Prov i 5. 7 wife man will bears and tnlreafe learning, mi & ' 
m m oltmierjlmding fid amine unto wfiecwncdls. 

Prhv iiio; -Mifa/f fibers Me « 

Prov* 18.13. Heihstcwmthbis,finslfidnot hut rdfi 

:fo ccrMdk andferfaietb them (had have mercy* J7 

Prov. 297.■ The righteous confidereth the cauje ofithepor ? hut 

'^fhat'l" *c RighteouV will fek to relceve their foug 
with heavenly comforts ; as well as their bodies-wall 
; h earthly. 
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Be that hath werrie en the pcore, happie ie he: ProV.1'4. *1 • 



He that hath pitie an the poerf lendeth to the Lord,and that Which he 
hath given, will he pay him againe Pro v. 1^.17. 

The [laggard will not plow (nor work ) by reafon of cold,therefore fhaH 
he beg in harvcfl, and have nothing : Prov, iO.4. 


-fter Stanly a Gentleman of the Innes of Com,a 
? feat hipii-way robber, in Q^een Elisabeths Reign, 
II beir-g taken and having made marie fiends to the 
Queen fo r his lifc s the Queen pardoned him, if plea¬ 
ded God fo to reforme his life, that fee writ a facoke, 
and dedicated fo King James, wherein he revealed 
abundance of wickedntffe in this Kingdotne, which is 3 great impo ve¬ 
nding to the Common-wealth. 

The grand wickedneffe of this Kingdom?, which make* the King- 
A % dome 




dome not onely poore buttlfo verie wicked, he (hevyeth to be thr^e 
forts, viz. 

I All forts of rosguifh windrirg Vagrants. 

x Ali fore, oftheeves, high-way; robber, pick-pockets, and fuch 

3 AH gsdHioufo as imintaine%awder.if, and fuch likeiulsneff-;, 
which doth not onLywaft mens eftates, over-throw mens bodies by 
the French-Pox, butaHcy dingers their fouleS; now to reforme thefe 
three grand fins of thjs Kiugdome, he faith will be very cafic if his 
Majrftie wilbordains houfesof corre&ion, or work-houfe* in everie 
County, both.in Cities and Nfacket-townes, and fo in thefe wo:ds 
following, he writes to the King, 

The Common wealth ofE<-gland fh'-ll fave afmuch yearly, as your 
M* j.fties Subfidics amount unto, by providing work-houfes, and hou- 
fes of ebrredion in everie Counrie according to the intent of the Sta¬ 
tute, befidtt the quierneffc and fafetie it will bring to every County, 
Where fuch houfes (hall be erc&ed and provided. 

Forldoaceount there are about 9725. parifhes in England, and 
if there were but two Vagrant perfons, or idlers, or drunkards, or0- 
ther diffohjte people, which do nol bbour for their living, in every 
paiifli of the Kingdome, the number were 19450. fuch idle perfons; 
Now if we efteem the diet and maintenance of thefe numerous idle, 
theevifh, drunken perfons to be at 3 .d. a day a piece, which thefe idle 
perfons fpend in the Common-wealth, and get nothing, it amounteth 
to 243 1.2^.<5.d. everie day, and by the weekeit comes to 1701. 1 . 
I7.a.6.d. and by the yeare it amounteth to $8740.1.12.$,< 5 .d. this 
great fum of money is fpent idly, befides the great fums of money the 
Vagrants, and Idlers get by begging, dealing, and other mifdemet- 
rours, and the Common-wealth lofeth that now, which might bee 
well faved by their labours, if they were fet to woi k, but it is thought 
by fome honourable, grave, and wife Councellours, of State, that 
there are not fo few as 8oeoo. idle Vagrants in this Land, that prey 
upon the Common-wealth, which lone being e(limited and valued, 
would amount to a very great fum, which reckoned comes to 1 ooo.l. 
jiday, which by the yeare amounts to three hundred threefcore and 
five thou&nd pounds, and there is left no other way to reforme them, 
but by fetting them or the greateft number of them to worke,in all 
Market-townes, in houfes of Inftruftion or Correftion, aril thofe 
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tkat wilf in Neither are't ef< 5 td 

ved tp- HVe a tcftaftorie lift- they maybcfent cither tofea 
(to riltlilrfadd^orthWWfofd- to the Ertglifli^lancatidns^ 
fcp'fee wh&h& God Will t-u^iie -their heart's ! 

Uvdsy that they-%ay- nOt f corhe to ; a Ihameftill end* butra¬ 
ther hope they mayjeturn to their Countrey agajiie with joy; 

Another great Angular profit theere&ionof thefe houfts 
would bring to. your Mufefties poore Subjects of this Realm, 
that ifanie honeft pPorc man or woman- had bufinefle to ti'a- 
vell fromanie remote, place of your Diminions, to your Ma- 
jeftieHoufe and Court, or any of your Majtfties Courts of 
VVefiminfter, or upontheir urgent occafions and wanting 
meanes to beare their charges in their journey, they may for 
their better reliefe and comfort, repaire everic day-es journey 
to one of the work-houfes, and there be honefily lodged, and 
flaying there two or three dales, they may eame money by 
their worke, to carric them to another wotk-houfc, and fo 
forwards to the place wberetmto they would repaire, with- 
put being diftrdTed, or wanting reliefe, or troubling the Cori- 
ftables with Paries, and not to give chemfclves to begging ot 
ftealing, as thoufands doe in this Land, pretending diftrefles 
in their journey, wheras in truth they are verie idle Vagrants,, 
and counterfeit begging maunding fouldiers. 

I will now divert my pen from fpeaking any further in 
thefe caufes, for the reforming of this Kingdom in generall,. 
arid come nearc to the famous City of London, withthjfljj p'p 
Counties of Middlefex and Surrey, being the Suhfldb^fH 
Confines of the fame, wherein are a number of theJ^g^Ra- 
jefties Pallaces, Noblemcns-houfes, as alfo houuHP^of 
worth,, and Merchants houfes, arc feared, mwh^PEounties 
as alfo in other Counties of thi^King<kflMH||umber of 
Gentlemen have left their dw^flBLirJ^HPmtrey, and 
repaire to the City of London, bereave the 
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poore .of verie great reliefc , I would, -it wtre amended. 

. _Bac "for a good example to all Gentlemen in Citie and 
Gountrey, I will embolden my felfe tofpeukof a godly and 
charitable Gentleman, one Mi , Hrm a i a Warwick-(hire 
Gentleman, dwelling ;bom Sutton-Cdiil l, who feeing his 
Parifiico be pe(t-ed exrc.miy wichfhrdy beggars, & wan¬ 
dring Rogues, did rk.: orcier, that they Ih oald bo all lent to 
his hoafe, and mefemly he fee hem to work, to gather Irenes 
forth of his grounds, and g-^ve them Some final! rekefe in 
me.it and drink, and a peony a day, a ; ;d held them hard to 
work, (having luhie ftou: fervants to fee co them) and when 
bee had made an end of gathering his owne grounds, heefet 
them ro work in his neighbours grounds, and paid them their 
wageswhich thing, when all the reft ot the wandring Beg¬ 
gars and Rogues underdo od,they duril not one of them come 
a begging in that Purifh, for feare they ihould be made to 
work: And for the younger fort of the idle poore in his own 
Pariih, this was Rich a difeipline for them, that they did be¬ 
take themfeives to honed; iabour, audfotheold, aged, and 
true poore of his Parifh were verie much the better reke= 
vcd. 

I would to God there were more fuch H&rmm in England, 
but I feare there .are either too few, or none at all, that do take 
the like care for the abandoning of idlencffe as he did. 

The generall ruleofalfEngland is to whip and punifh the 
iw^jing Beggatsyind co-brand them according to the forme 
IjBf new Statute, and "fo mark them with fuch a note of in- 
fSyft^sthejrmay beaifuredno man will fee them on work, 
ait^^H^gjuftices execute one branch of that good Sta- 
tutcC^R" is*flfe#piiit of Juftice) but as for the point of 
Charitic^fcj^e undone, which is to provide houfesand 
CQnvenienMBSfeoRP|yx>ore tq work, which ought to 
be done indMHMffpBR as well as the other. 
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The.Toore cosy fee Flipped to death, and Landed’ for “Rogues, and 
fo become ? Ions by the Law, snd the next time hanged for vagrancie, 
(by an A fit made inthedsyes.of ^tmBli^abethoiJfvpms memorie) 
bcfo'teany p iv.ne man will fet them to work, or provide houfesfor 
labour, andftocfe and materialls for them. The Publike nauft Joyce 
theit ftmiilders to f'he work, elfe it will never be done. • 

- The iigfit-end and intent of puwfimrg of Rogues, is but tha d^ftru- 
Sionof vices, and favirg of men; but he^isnopre,taken.’tdreleeare 
them. The Star me commands, that the Vig''.ant^thou{dTepa|re,i^ tfie 
phas where they were borne, or laid dwelled: There,’are thouftffcjsof 
thefe pecpL, that their pWs of birth is utterly unknowne, andrthey 
hadnewrany abiding place ih their lives, or ever retained in ietyice j 
but were and are Vagrants by dt feent. 

To conclude, it is verie lamentable that poore Rogues and Beggars 
fhouldbe wh pped, or branded according to Law, or otherwife puni¬ 
shed, bi-caufe they are begging, or id!e,and do not wotk, when no pi tee 
is provided for them to fet them to wotk. I have heard the Rogues 
and Beggars curfe the Magiftrates unto their faces, for providing luch a 
Law to whip and bran|khefi, sptfnotipwlide houiesof labour for 
them 3 forfurely many would go 'voluntarily to the work-hou'es to 
work, if fuch houfes were provided for them : fo that the penaltie 
which the Statute appoints were verie fit to be fererely put In execu¬ 
tion upon fnch perfons that do releeve a Rogue, or other Vagabonds at 
their doores, that may go unto a work-houfe and will not, where hee 
may have reafonable and comfortable maintenance for his labour, 

I make no doubt (moll Gracious Soveraigne) but it is evident to aft 
men, that Beggerie and’Theeverie did never more abound within this 
your Redmeoi England, and thecaufeofthis miferieis Idleneffe, and 
the only mesnes to cure the fame mtift be by his contrarie, which is La¬ 
bour ; for tell the btgging Souidier, and the wandring and fturdy Beg¬ 
gar, that they are able to work for their living, and bid them goto 
wosk, they wi’dprefently anlwer you, they would work if they could 
get it. But if work-houies were fet up in all able great parities, it will 
takeaway all fuch deferiurie and ufuail anfwers, and then it will be 
ssyed whether they will work or not, . 

Chriftian Reader: If this direction of Mr. Stanley's doth relilh 
Well with you, as a little mesnes for the ftirriug up of the Committee 
of Aldermen and Common»Coun€elI men of the Citie of London, who 

do 




.do.withall esrneftneffe endeavour to fee up wayes and meanest© em= 
ploy all the poore in and about the Citie oh London, that fo it may be 
aPrefident to all the Kingdome; Wee fay, if this paper.d oth relifK 
' Well,' then we fhsll endeavour toprint’the whole work bf Mr. Stan- 
itfs, which will containe about three Cheers of paper, which will dit= 
"cover much wickedndfc, which being fuppreffed by godly Authoruie, 
will be great joy to godly people. 

; And whereas the Dutch men in the Low-Countries do much defire 
• England to go on with the work of Charitie, in employ ing and ttlee- 
.ving the poore, as they do theirs. Therefore it Qull be our prayer,that 
this goad workmiy be countenanced by the Parliament, becaufe it 
tends much to Reformation, which ourjisppie and honourable Parlia- 
■URnt doth much,deftre, and feck after. 
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